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Unalienable Rights
We hear a lot about rights, these days. Often,
they are shouted in the streets or emblazoned
across hastily constructed placards. The
past, when it is referenced is typically called
out for multiple faults and horrendous
wrongdoings. Since our history is involved
with “people” and as we know people have
existed in a fallen state throughout history, the
allegations are not necessarily false…nor are
they unique.

The founding fathers of our nation were
aware of the evils of mankind, especially
when governments wielded power over
people without their consent. When citizens
of the British Isles emigrated to the New World,
they had to strive against a great many
challenges…but one thing they were (mostly)
free from was a government manipulating
their every move. They were essentially, free.

Pray for 

Peace in 

Ukraine and 

the World

The Archdiocese of Detroit 

announced that effective 

July 1, 2022, 

Father Joseph Gembala 

becomes the Moderator for the 

Central Macomb Vicariate #5 

Family of Parishes.  He will serve in 

solidum with:

▪ Father John Kiselica,   

St. Paul of Tarsus

▪ Father William Herman,                                 

St. Ronald Parish

▪ Father Kevin Roelant,                              

St. Thecla Parish

Father Kiselica formerly served at

St. Anthony Church in Belleville,

and Father Roelant is from Holy 

Cross Parish in Detroit.  Please 

welcome all of our priests and pray 

that Our Family of Parishes may be 

ever faithful to the service of the 

LORD, and His people.
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Left alone for over a century the British
Colonies were allowed a great deal of
freedom which resulted in a free
enterprise system that unwittingly
developed constructive expectations
among independent people. Oh, there
were atrocities…indigenous peoples who
had no immunity to disease and had no
comprehension of land ownership (as
understood by Europeans) suffered
greatly…even to the point of extinction.
And in the mid 1600s, Europe’s
fascination with tobacco products
launched a monumental industry that
included slavery.

In 1776, a group of citizens we now call
the Founding Fathers assembled in
Philadelphia to consider a legal break
with Great Britain. They were doing this
because of new British restrictions on
freedoms they had long enjoyed. Great
Britain was broke, from endless wars and
needed a new tax revenue source. But
while these citizens felt they were being
unfairly oppressed; many were also
aware of their own faults.

A young, but wealthy landowner from
Virginia known as Thomas Jefferson was
selected to compose the declarative
statement to be issued to the world.
Jefferson’s livelihood relied on slave
labor, but as he composed the
document about the rights of people, he
proposed that all people of the Colonies
should be granted freedom, including
the people who currently lived as slaves.
He was overruled by his colleagues who
feared the southern Colonies would not
cooperate. Jefferson was not alone in
his sentiments. Benjamin Franklin and
John Adams also spoke of the evil of
slavery, and both said they would
welcome the day when it would be
ended. Franklin and Adams were from
the north where slavery was rare.

Even the commander of the Colonists
rag-tag army, George Washington freed

all of his slaves upon his death. A half-
measure perhaps, but notable in that he
was not compelled by any force (other
than his conscience and GOD) to do
that.

So, the Founding Fathers in the Second
Continental Congress commissioned
Thomas Jefferson to develop a
Declaration of Independence. He
turned to the writings of John Locke
(England), Baron Montesquieu (France)
and Father Francisco Suárez (Spain) for
inspiration. While Jefferson was not a
member of any church, he speaks with
great and pious respect as to where our
rights come from.

This is the second paragraph of the
Declaration…

We hold these Truths to be self-evident,
that all Men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness.

Let’s unpack this…

What does “self-evident” mean? It
means that something is so obviously and
widely known (and accepted) that it
need not be debated or elaborated
upon. For Jefferson, “equality” among
people was a given…but he still owned
slaves…a contradiction.

What does he mean by “endowed by
their Creator”? Whatever his personal
religious beliefs, Jefferson was certain
about a Creator of the Universe and a
Divine Authority. What Jefferson thought
was beyond question, is sadly something
that masses of people today have no
comprehension.

What did Thomas Jefferson mean by
“unalienable rights”? An unalienable
right cannot be earned…nor can it be
taken away…not by governments or
groups of protestors.
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An unalienable right is granted by GOD,
alone. No government or riotous group
attempting to impose its will has the
authority to grant these rights or deny
them.

Jefferson then proceeds to define these
rights…”life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”

The order of the rights is especially
important. If we assume that the “pursuit
of happiness” means the ability to
choose your profession, own items, and
pursue all that has meaning for
you…then it becomes obvious that you
must be free (have liberty) to do those
things. Likewise, if you are to be free
(liberty) then you must be allowed life.
That is…no government has a right to kill
you if it deems you unnecessary of
undesirable. The “logic” of the ordering
of these rights cannot be argued.

Now while the Declaration of
Independence is not the Constitution, it is
the spirit of all American Rights (and law).
So, lets look at how slavery was
acknowledged in light of these rights.

In 1857 the Supreme Court ruled that a
former slave (Dred Scott), who had
escaped to a northern state which did
not recognize slavery had to be returned
to his former “owners” and returned to a
life of slavery. The Supreme Court
effectively ruled that the third level rights
(pursuit of happiness-ownership of things)
overruled the second level rights (liberty).
The illogic of this ruling was paid for with
over 600,000 lives lost in the Civil War
which erupted just four years after the
ruling.

In 1973, the Supreme Court even more
astonishingly, ruled that third level rights
overruled first level rights (right to life).
The decision in Roe vs. Wade resulted in
the death of 60 million children.

How would Jefferson have reacted to
these decisions?

Jefferson saw them as unalienable rights.
He knew where they came from, and he
knew they were not to be tampered
with…that’s what unalienable means.

Perhaps our greatest difficulty today is
that so many in our society are not in
communion with GOD. They are not
taking their concerns and anxieties to the
LORD for greater meaning and clarity.
Too many are living their lives without
GOD, and therefore they become their
own purpose for being. Self indulgence
begins to direct all of their actions and
intentions. There is no tomorrow, there is
no family, there is no need for marriage
…and for children.

We all have an unalienable right to the
Love of GOD…perhaps that’s something
to consider when we think about
Independence.

-Gordon Peck
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A Prayer for America
- Bishop John Caroll (1791)

We pray, O almighty and eternal God,
who through Jesus Christ has revealed
thy glory to all nations, to preserve the
works of your mercy, that your Church,
being spread through the whole world,
may continue with unchanging faith in
the confession of your name.

We pray Thee, who alone are good and
holy, to endow with heavenly
knowledge, sincere zeal and sanctity of
life, our chief bishop, the pope, the vicar
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the
government of his Church; our own
bishop, all other bishops, prelates and
pastors of the Church; and especially
those who are appointed to exercise
among us the functions of the holy
ministry, and conduct your people into
the ways of salvation.

We pray O God of might, wisdom and
justice, through whom authority is rightly
administered, laws are enacted, and
judgment decreed, assist with your Holy
Spirit of counsel and fortitude the
president of these United States, that his
administration may be conducted in
righteousness and be eminently useful to
your people over whom he presides; by
encouraging due respect for virtue and
religion; by a faithful execution of the
laws in justice and mercy; and by
restraining vice and immorality.

Let the light of your divine wisdom direct
the deliberations of Congress, and shine
forth in all the proceedings and laws
framed for our rule and government, so
that they may tend to the preservation of
peace, the promotion of national
happiness, the increase of industry,
sobriety and useful knowledge; and may
perpetuate to us the blessing of equal
liberty.

We pray for his excellency, the governor
of this state, for the members of the
assembly, for all judges, magistrates, and
other officers who are appointed to
guard our political welfare, that they may
be enabled, by your powerful protection,
to discharge the duties of their respective
stations with honesty and ability.

We recommend likewise, to your
unbounded mercy, all our brethren and
fellow citizens throughout the United
States, that they may be blessed in the
knowledge and sanctified in the
observance of your most holy law; that
they may be preserved in union, and in
that peace which the world cannot give;
and after enjoying the blessings of this
life, be admitted to those which are
eternal.

Finally, we pray to you, O Lord of mercy,
to remember the souls of your servants
departed, who are gone before us with
the sign of faith and repose in the sleep
of peace; the souls of our parents,
relatives and friends; of those who, when
living, were members of this
congregation, and particularly of such as
are lately deceased; of all benefactors
who, by their donations or legacies to this
Church, witnessed their zeal for the
decency of divine worship and proved
their claim to our grateful and charitable
remembrance. To these, O Lord, and to
all that rest in Christ, grant, we beseech
you, a place of refreshment, light and
everlasting peace, through the same
Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior.

Amen.

(John Carrol was America’s first Catholic
bishop [Baltimore, 1790] and archbishop
[1808])
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All Men are welcome and invited to attend.
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
each month; 8:00 am – 9:30 am in the 

Social Hall (at St. Paul of Tarsus Church)

Also, the 4th Thursday of each month
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm in the Library

NO cost / NO prerequisites / 
NO long-term commitment

Only requirement: a desire to grow in 
holiness with other men

For questions see … 
https://spotmensfsg.wordpress.com/contact/

St. Paul of Tarsus is at the Northeast corner 
of Romeo Plank and Canal

41300 Romeo Plank Rd, Clinton Twp, MI 
48038

https://www.facebook.com/SPOTJourneyMen/

An opportunity for Catholic Men to come together 
for Scripture, Prayer, Discussion and Inspiration.

Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another … 
Proverbs 27:17
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Saint Malachy:
Web Site-
http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
And Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/

Cable Television:
EWTN (Eternal Word Television Network)
Livestreamed via Internet, or
ATT U-Verse Channel 562
WOW Channel 44
Comcast/Xfinity 393

EWTN Website:  https://www.ewtn.com/
EWTN can be downloaded to your computer, phone, 
or TV (free channel)
Videos On-Demand
https://video.ewtn.com/
Religious Catalogue for Books, Videos. Devotional 
Items, other:
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/

Archdiocese of Detroit:
https://www.aod.org/
Detroit Catholic Daily News
https://detroitcatholic.com/

Shalom World TV
https://www.shalomworld.org

Ave Maria Radio
https://avemariaradio.net/
Download live or recorded programs

United States Council of Catholic bishops
Policy, Bible (Scriptures) and More
http://www.usccb.org/
Download daily scripture to your phone.  Appears 
around 6:30 am every morning
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/

Word on Fire (bishop Robert Barron)
Daily Readings and Reflection; Books and Videos
https://www.wordonfire.org/

Dynamic Catholic (Matthew Kelly)
Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” daily messages and 
reflections
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

CATHOLIC RESOURCES

Be kind to one another,
Check up on your friends and family,
Give your fellow parishioners a call,
Share the Truth of the Gospel,
Share this Newsletter with them.

Christ is counting on us

My Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thou hast made this journey 
to die for me 
with love unutterable, 
and I have so many times 
Unworthily abandoned Thee; 
but now I love Thee 
with my whole heart, 
And because I love Thee 
I repent sincerely for 
having ever offended Thee. 
Pardon me, my God, 
and permit me to accompany              
Thee on this journey. 
Thou goest to die for love of me; 
I wish also,
my beloved Redeemer, 
to die for love of Thee. 
My Jesus, 
I will live and die 
always united to Thee.

Amen

http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/
https://www.ewtn.com/
https://video.ewtn.com/
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/
https://www.aod.org/
https://detroitcatholic.com/
https://www.shalomworld.org/
https://avemariaradio.net/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

